
 Advent, the first season 

of the church year, begins No-

vember 28.  Advent simply 

means "coming" or 

"expectation."  

One of the persons in the 

Christian Scriptures who sym-

bolizes the meaning of this 

season is John the Baptist.     

 John the Baptist went 

into the Judean wilderness to 

preach a message of repen-

tance. Crowds of people filled 

with expectation flocked to 

him asking if he might be the 

Messiah.  John's reply to them 

was that someone who is 

greater and more powerful  than 

he is coming.  "This one will 

baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit and with fire."  

 It is ironic that the 

Messiah was expected to come 

in the fearful austerity of 

the wilderness instead of the 

glitz and splendor of Jerusa-

lem.  But that is the good 

news to us in Advent.  We, 

too, can expect to meet the 

Christ in the wilderness of 

our own lives and wait for God 

to shatter our humdrum exis-

tence with healing and new 

hope.  

 We become more aware of 

God's promise of healing and 

wholeness during those times 

when we are forced into the 

wilderness.  In the midst of 

our brokenness, our uncer-

tainties, our discourage-

ment, come the potential for 

discovering our trust in 

God.    Advent is much more 

than preparing to celebrate 

the birth of the Christ 

child who came two thousand 

years ago.  That event, as 

powerful as it is, is over.  

 Advent is a time when 

we prepare for the coming of 

Jesus into our life now by 

learning to approach each 

day with a sense of expecta-

tion that the Christ can be 

born in us.  This expecta-

tion assures us that life 

has not lost its promise but 

that the Savior is truly 

with us.  

 I pray that in the 

midst of our preparations 

for December 25 we will not 

forget to invite the Christ 

into our life in the present 

moment and expect the Savior 

to be there.  That is the 

true gift of Christmas.  
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Advent  2010 

ST. THOMAS TIDINGS 
St. Thomas Episcopal Church  

CHRISTMAS EVE 

St. Thomas Celebration of 

the Feast of Christmas will 

take place on Christmas 

Eve.  At 5:30 p.m. on Fri-

day, December 24, we 

gather as a family, cele-

brating Eucharist, singing 

carols, and enjoying light 

refreshments following the 

service.  



Christmas Dinner at the Prison By Margie Haaga 

 On Monday evening December 6, 2010 

members of St. Thomas will once again join 

with Trinity Episcopal - Spruce Pine, St. 

Lucienôs, and Messiah in the Mountains to 

prepare and serve a wonderful home - style 

Christmas dinner to 120+  

men at the Mountain View Prison in Avery 

county. This will be the 7
th

 year that St. 

Thomas has participated in this 

ecumenical outreach ministry that 

is such a blessing to the men and 

to us as well.  

 St. Thomas will provide four 

hams, about 12 pans of side 

dishes, and apple cider.  

We will need volunteers to cook 

the dishes. Other folks will meet 

at the church on Sunday afternoon, 

December 5
th

, after church to cut 

up the hams and put prepared items in the 

fridge. (St. T will provide 9x13 aluminum 

disposable pans.) We will need 3 - 4 volun-

teers to heat the casseroles, and pack up 

the food on Monday afternoon. Then we will 

need about 10 -  14 folks to go to the 

prison to serve the food, and visit and 

eat with the men. We will sing and play 

music again. More details will follow and 

we will have a sign up poster at church. 

If you have not had this experience be-

fore, jump in and give it a try!  It 

really is a special event and makes us 

aware that these brothers are Godôs chil-

dren also.  

Angel Tree To Provide Shut-ins Gifts 
 During Advent we will again have an 

Angel Tree that will provide shut - ins with 

Christmas gifts. These are people who go 

to the Senior Center and have no family in 

the area. The tree will go up in the 

church in early December. Each ornament 

will have a number on it and a note of the 

gift desired by the shut - in. We will also 

provide poinsettias, fruit, candy and 

cookies. All gifts should be brought in by 

the Sunday before Christmas. Members of 

the congregation will be asked to deliver 

the gifts and meet with the person close 

to Christmas. Contact Diantha.  

 Christmas Décor Donations Needed 
 We will be decorating the church 

for Christmas with poinsettias and 

greens. Funds to purchase flowers would 

be greatly appreciated. You can specify 

that the flowers you donate are given in 

memory of or in thanksgiving for indi-

viduals. Those names will be listed in 

the Christmas Eve Bulletin.  There will 

be a sign - up sheet on the back table 

November 28, the first Sunday in Ad-

vent. Please make your check payable 

to St. Thomas and indicated that is 

for Christmas decorations. The dead-

line for donations is December 19 . 

An Advent Retreat: Holy Advent, 
Bidden Blessings, will be offered 

December 6 - 9, 2010 at Valle Crucis.  

Advent is a time of focusing our-

selves on the holy that is present 

in our lives and the holy that will 

come.Exploring the advent themes of tur-

moil, wilderness, joy and expectation, 

each day follows a quiet rhythm of si-

lence, prayer, meditative readings and 

creative expression. All sessions are 

optional, offering participants time to 

focus on their own holy longing in this 

Advent season. Some participants use the 

time for a silent retreat; most enjoy 

the conversation and companionship with 

others.Participants will also contem-

plate the dimensional meaning of prayer 

by creating small prayer containers in-

corporating beads and other embellish-

ments. The Old English word for ôbeadô, 

biddan (which has evolved into our mod-

ern bidden) means to ask or to pray.

 Episcopal priest Jeanne Finan will 

offer meditations, prayers and poetry 

and artist Danby Ludgate will guide the 

art exploration.The holy ground of the 

Valle Crucis Conference Center offers a 

place for silence, walks in the woods, 

three different labyrinths, and the hos-

pitality of simple delicious meals and 

comfortable, historic accommodations. 

Join us for Word and worship, visual art 

and prayer.  Cost:$265.00, includes 3 

nights lodging, meals and program.  
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Upcoming Events -  -  -  Bits And Pieces Of This And That  

Brothers in prison are 
Godõs children also . . . 



St. Thomas Tidings 

By Joann Collins  

How can we ever ade-

quately express our 

gratitude to Peg Emerson 

for the untold hours of 

labor and planning  she 

has dedicated in devoted 

service to the creation 

of beautifying our 

grounds?   We cannot 

minimize  the dedication 

and devotion that under-

lie the enormous physical 

effort she has extended.  

She has single - handedly 

planned, purchased , wa-

tered,  and goaded us 

into occasionally helping 

with the tending of care-

fully chosen plant mate-

rial.  Her passion has 

attracted donations from 

personal friends, on more 

than one occasion, to as-

sist in underwriting the costs of this 

enormous project.           

     Her efforts have born fruit.  We are 

graced with landscaped grounds, carved 

from barren spaces, which are now both 

scenic and natural.  To say she started 

from scratch is an understate-

ment!  From soil that more 

closely resembled rock, through 

a first, record breaking sum-

mer- long drought,  through the 

despair of losses, she pre-

vailed.  With ever - expanding 

demands, including our newly 

consecrated memorial garden,  

she rose to the challenge.   

When she thought she could not 

possibly continue to carry on, 

she ódug deeperô and carried 

on!  Despite bouts of doubt and 

despair, she personally shoul-

dered the responsibility of 

bringing to reality her  vision 

of transformation to our  

grounds, transfiguring what re-

sembled a moonscape into an in-

credible garden.  

     God sent us Peg  and she 

said, ñYes.ò   Gifted  not only 

with a love of gardening, but also with 

years of experience and knowledge,  Peg gave 

what no other of us could give.  She has 

created a living legacy, a monument to per-

severance and commitment.   Thanks be to God 

and thanks be to you, Peg, now and forever.  

Amen.   
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Outreach Will Suffer If  Budget Is Cut Due to Pledge Shortfall  

St. Thomas Lovely Landscaping Is Peg Emersonõs Living Legacy 

pledges and one or more 

newcomers.   So while we 

are still short of our of-

fering total of this year, 

we are hopeful of ending 

up with an increase that 

represents our dedication 

to the growth of ministry 

and mission in this be-

loved place we call home.   

Sadly, it is our Outreach 

to the community which 

will be diminished, if our 

budget  shrinks.  

          So, to recap, we 

have received 35 pledges 

for 2011, totaling  

        Good and gracious 

God, we thank you for all 

the blessings you have be-

stowed upon us.  Give us 

truly grateful hearts and 

grant that we, remembering 

our promise to work and 

pray and give for the 

spread of Your kingdom, 

may be faithful stewards 

of your bountiful good-

ness .  Amen.  

By Joann Collins  

     Hereôs the Good News !    

Thirty - one families have 

renewed their pledges to 

St. Thomas for next year 

and sixteen of these in-

creased their level of 

giving!    Additionally, 

we have received pledges 

from four new mem-

bers/families:  Patti 

Smith, Duncan and Nancy 

Porter, Pat and Linda Lou-

don, and Nancy Fitzgibbon.   

     We still expect to 

hear from nine folks who 

have not yet renewed their 

$89,550.  Our total number 

of pledges for this year 

was 44, totaling $92,722.   



  By Joann Collins     
     With gusty singing and spirit - filled 

corporate worship, the people of the Dio-

cese of Western North Carolina celebrated 

their annual gathering together at conven-

tion at Kanuga Conference Center, November 

11- 13.  

        

     The theme for this convention, ñEquip 

the saints for the work of ministryò 

speaks to all of us.ò The Bishop Taylor 

tells us. ñWe are called to be 

saints. Thatôs the vocation of 

each one of us, the Bishop con-

tinues. ñAs saints, we are 

transparent windows to the love 

and light of Christ Jesus.ò  

  

     The Bishop then defined his 

role as one of ñtrail-boss,ò to 

lead and to give vision as we 

move forward!  ñItôs time we 

laid our fears to rest,ò says 

the trail -boss.  ñWe must em-

brace a theology of abundance 

and have faith in the strength of our peo-

ple and in our Lord Jesus Christ.ò 

 

     Addressing the financial condition of 

the diocese, the bishop reported that the 

Lake Logan debt was reduced from 3.2 mil-

lion to 2.4 million, made possible by the 

sale of two lots and by the generous of-

fering of $500,000 from the WNC Episcopal 

Foundation.  The Foundation has offered an 

additional $500,000 in matching funds for 

donations received during the coming year.  

(Think about it: The value of our gift 

will be doubled!)  A campaign to raise 

these matching funds will commence in May.  

This year, the diocese paid $135,000 in 

interest on the Lake Logan debt.  Our goal 

is to erase the debt completely by 2012.  

 

     Joann Collins and Peg Emerson repre-

sented St. Thomas at convention this year, 

along with our rector, Vance Mann.   

Peggy Mann joined him for the celebratory 

Eucharist on Friday evening.  Our former 

priest, Tom Niehaus,  attended for the 

day on Friday.    Any one can apply to 

attend as a visitor to convention.  If 

you are interested in serving as a dele-

gate, speak to Vance or a vestry person.  

   

     Joann, who will serve on the Dioce-

san Stewardship Committee,  focused at-

tention on two break - out ses-

sions on stewardship, net-

working with others and dis-

cussing approaches to help 

struggling  parishes.Peg came 

away with new ideas from a 

session on Small Parish Vi-

tality, and Vance attended a 

group focused on children and 

youth.  

   

     All persons benefitted 

from two addresses by our 

keynote speaker, the Rev. Dr. 

James B. Lemler.  In a detailed power 

point presentation, Dr. Lemler outlined  

exstensive strategies for congregational 

life and growth.  We all took notes!!  

  

     We came away inspired and motivated, 

remembering that we are part of a larger 

body of faithful people and that we live 

not for ourselves alone,  but for our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  We leave with the 

bishopôs words echoing in our hearts:  

ñFall not into the way of the world.  Re-

member we are followers of the One who 

said, óBe of good cheer,ô and also, óLive 

without fear.ôò  

   

ñGlory to God whose power working in us 

can do infinitely more than we can ask or 

imagine.ò 
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Theme of November 11 -13 Diocesan Convention  2010 

Was òEquip The Saints For The Work Of Ministryó  

 

òFall not into the way of 

the world.  Remember 

we are followers of the 

One who said, ôBe of 

good cheer,õ and also, 

ôLive without fear.ó  
 Bishop Porter Taylor 



St. Thomas Tidings 

By Tom Bailey  

 On Sunday November 

7
th

, the Right Reverend 

Porter Taylor, Bishop of 

the Episcopal Diocese of 

Western North Carolina 

paid his annual visit to 

St. Thomas in Burnsville. 

Nearly sixty Parishioners 

braved the coldest morning 

of the season to welcome 

B i s h o p  T a y l o r .  T h e 

Bishopôs visits provide an 

opportunity for special 

celebrations such as bap-

t isms,  consecrat ions, 

blessings and the welcom-

ing of new members to the 

Episcopal family.  

 The first order of 

business preceding the 

service was a ceremonial 

ñburning of the mortgageò. 

As most of you know, the 

Diocese of WNC granted St. 

Thomas an interest - free 

loan to help with the con-

struction of our new home 

on Reservoir Road. This 

loan was repaid ïahead of 

schedule - earlier this year 

and the mortgage burning 

was a symbolic way of 

thanking Bishop Taylor and 

proclaiming that St. Tho-

mas is now debt - free.  

 The Bishopôs message 

delivered in his sermon 

was our need to embrace 

and develop a kinship with 

the Episcopal community of 

churches as a means of 

providing spiritual, emo-

tional and physical sup-

port to the communities we 

each serve. Support of the 

Diocese is our obligation 

since that is the glue 

that holds us all to-

gether.  

 Following the ser-

mon, the Bishop performed 

the rites of reaffirmation 

of baptismal vows for Sta-

cey Lane and welcomed her 

into the Episcopal Commun-

ion.  

 Last but not least, 

the entire congregation 

filed out to the platform 

of the newly completed Me-

morial Garden where Bishop 

Taylor offered a Blessing 

praying for a place of 

peace and serenity. A 

prayer of Consecration 

followed.  

 An elaborate array 

of Potluck dishes welcomed 

everyone back to the 

warmth of the Parish Hall 

where good food and good 

fellowship prevailed into 

the afternoon. As a token 

of our appreciation for 

Bishop Taylorôs visit, the 

loose collection offering 

of $300.00 was contributed 

to his Discretionary 

Spending Fund.  
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Bishop Paid Annual Visit To St. Thomas November 7  

 

The mortgage was burned----Stacey Lane 

was welcomed into the Episcopal Commun-

ion and St. Thomas Memorial Garden was 

dedicated during the annual visit of our 

Bishop, the Right Reverend Porter Taylor. 



By Joann Collins                      

On October 3 we celebrated 

the Feast of St. Francis of 

Assisi with a service of 

Blessing of Animals.   Itôs 

a glorious time for us, as 

we pray for our ñextended 

familyò of pets!  Weôve in-

cluded here a prayer for 

pets and a sample of the 

legends surrounding this fa-

vored saint.  

 Many of the stories 

that surround the life of 

St. Francis deal with his 

love for animals.  It is 

said that, one day, while 

Francis was traveling with 

some companions, they hap-

pened upon a place in the 

road where birds filled the 

trees on either side. Fran-

cis told his companions to 

"wait for me while I go to 

preach to my sisters the 

birds."  The birds sur-

rounded him, drawn by the 

power of his voice, and not 

one of them flew away.  

 He believed that the 

world was created good and 

beautiful by God but suf-

fers a need for redemption.  

He preached to man and 

beast the duty of all crea-

tures to praise God (a com-

mon theme in the Psalms) 

and also our duty to pro-

tect and enjoy nature as 

both the stewards of God's 

creation and as creatures 

ourselves.  

 Legend has it that 

St. Francis on his deathbed 

thanked his donkey for car-

rying and helping him 

throughout his life, and 

his donkey wept.  
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The Animals Were Blessed By St. Thomas On St. Francis Day  

 PRAYER TO ST. FRANCIS 

Good St. Francis, you loved all of God's 
creatures. 
To you they were your brothers and 
sisters. 
Help us to follow your example 
of treating every living thing with kind-
ness. 
St. Francis, watch over my pet 
and keep my companion safe and 
healthy. 

The collection taken up at the "Blessing of the Animals" included $227 

designated for Yancey Humane Society for the Chain Free Yancey Project . 

Many thanks to everyone who contributed. St. Thomas received a thank you note from Jane 

Mummert, Yancey County Humane Society President, saying ñThis is a special thank you to 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church members for your recent generous donation. Ann Berdeen is 

delighted that you want to direct this donation toward Chain Free Yancey. Our Shelter 

Director, Tim Tipton, and I are hopeful to have a ñblessing of the animalsò at the ani-

mal shelter perhaps next spring.óTil then, thank you again, on behalf of staff, volun-

teers and animals to be unchained.ò.ò 



St. Thomas Tidings 

 This is Jim Haagaôs Vision for St. 

Thomas.  Who else has a vision they would 

like to share with the congregation?  

 I guess what is important to me is 

in several areas ð 

 Spiritual growth ï I think this is 

vital, and although sometimes under the 

surface, it is what makes us a church, 

what is really lasting. And the spiritual 

growth for me means learning, as we do in 

our adult Sunday class, but also better 

knowing self and spouse and God, through 

such means as contemplative prayer. I 

wish more of our church could participate 

in some type of class or other ñspiritual 

formationò or small group situation. 

 Outreach  ïThis is the other part 

that seems important to me. I am pleased 

that the Episcopal Church does things 

like saying they will support the Millen-

nium Development Goals. But I also think 

doing outreach more locally is important, 

too. I think both are really important.  

 I think finding ways to make the 

church connect with young people is very 

important, also. This is partly outreach 

(like the idea of a youth mission trip) 

but also spiritual growth, for the youth, 

as well as for the adults who work with 

them.  

 Worship ðThis part I have never been 

as sure about. It is our most visible as-

pect, and Iôm sure it is important, but I 

donôt know where we should go with it. I 

guess it is important in that it is where 

we connect with each other (communion?). I 

think music can inspire folks as to what 

to do in the outreach part and spiritual 

growth part of their lives. Iôm not sure 

where I am with all that lately. I do 

think the scripture readings and sermon 

are important for giving us some direction 

for the week. I would probably like to see 

our music stray a bit from the traditional 

hymnal, as I donôt see many (at least non-

cradle Episcopalians or young people ) 

connecting with that.  
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Outreach Could Include Some Millennium Development Goals  

Jim Haaga Wants Church To Connect With Youth  

     Another topic discussed at the meet-

ing was based on an idea brought to the  

Vestry by Steve Bredehoeft. This was to 

consider aligning part of our outreach 

with one or several of the Millennium De-

velopment Goals. Many of our efforts 

probably already do match these 

international goals. We can 

choose to work on them locally, 

or in some other part of the 

U.S. or the world. Parish mem-

bers are invited to think about 

these goals in terms of our 

church or their own personal 

outreach. The M&M committee 

would like to hear from you 

about this. One way to do this 

is by choosing Christmas gifts from the 

ñGifts for Lifeò catalog of Episcopal Re-

lief and Development (copies are available 

at Church,). The catalog is also online as 

www.er - d.org/gftsforlife.  

By Jim Haaga 

  The M&M group met November 9 and 

made plans for dispersing some remaining 

funds for 2010. One non - profit which St. 

Thomas has not previously donated to, 

Camp Sonshine, will be the recipient of a 

stipend. This is a camp for 

developmentally handicapped 

that occurs for a week on the 

South Toe River every summer. 

Lucy Wilson can give more info 

about this great (and fun) 

ministry at 385 - 0211.        

 Another stipend will be 

made to the youth classes to 

buy some necessity for someone 

or some group for Christmas. 

They will supplement money 

from the M&M with some funds raised by 

their own efforts. This has been done be-

fore with great success.  

 

Consider aligning part of our 

outreach with one or severalof 

the Millennium Development 

Goals., suggested Steve Brede-

hoeft. 



Decrescendo  

a Memoir of Love and Caregiving  

by Donna Jean Dreyer  

 

By Joann Collins  

 

 Donna Jean, a dear member of our  

St. Thomas family, was for fifty years 

(minus 2 months) married to Bill Dreyer, 

a musician, actor, 

and theatrical di-

rector, serving 

here at Parkway 

Playhouse from 

1990 - 96, and prior 

to that at the 

North Carolina 

School of the Arts 

in Winston - Salem, 

and numerous other 

settings. A posi-

tion of church or-

ganist was a part 

of most of his 

life, including 

that role at Trin-

ity, Spruce Pine, 

from 1994 until 

shortly before his 

death in 2003.  

  In Decre-

scendo, Donna Jean 

tells the story of 

their life together 

before and after 

Billsô diagnosis 

with a critical 

heart condition in 

1978, when the cou-

ple óretiredô to 

Celo.  The title of 

this lovely memoir, Decrescendo, is most 

appropriate on many levels.  First there 

is the immediate association with music, 

which was a prominent part of Billôs 

life.  The musical term is an apt meta-

phor for declining vigor at lifeôs end, 

 

 

 

 

 

and, thirdly, Decrescendo is the name 

given to the murmur associated with 

Billôs particular type of heart valve 

condition.   

 Early in 

their marriage, 

the Dreyers 

worked for 

American Friends 

Service Commit-

tee in Guate-

mala.  Later, 

after graduate 

work at Temple 

University, 

Donna Jean 

served as per-

sonnel director 

in Philadelphia 

for four years 

and then worked 

in the field for 

AFSC, traveling 

extensively.  

Then followed a 

nine year asso-

ciation with 

Penland School, 

where she served  

a year as In-

terim Director.     

 The memoir 

is indeed a mov-

ing story of 

love and care-

giving, courage and commitment, which is 

valuable reading , especially for anyone 

approaching the final period of life.  

The book is available from Amazon for 

$13.00.  
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Donna Jean Dreyerõs Decrescendo Is A Moving Memoir 

 

 

Donna Jean Dreyer says this about Decrescendo:  

 

òWhen I married Bill Dreyerña theater director, per-

former and musicianñin 1953, I thought I had a typical 

life ahead of me as a wife and mother. Life with Bill 

was hardly typical, as our first decades together were 

transformed by the changes of the '60s and '70s and 

experiences we had in Guatemala during turbulent 

times. But then my life changed again when Bill was 

diagnosed with a progressive heart disease. I became 

the primary wage earner, stumbled into a satisfying ca-

reer, and eventually retired to be a primary caregiver. 

 

This is the story of how we maintained the balance and 

romance in our relationship as his strength diminished 

and I took up the slack. During that time, I looked for a 

roadmap to help me through these transitions. Finding 

none, I have written my story for others who may need 

the support that I once sought. 

For stories and information about the book visit the De-

crescendo Memoir blog.ó 

 



St. Thomas Tidings 

For children under 8, there is the Godly 

Play. Its based on the idea that children 

already have a sense of God. The program 

hopes to give children the language they 

need to identify and express their faith. 

Godly Play teaches children the art of us-

ing Christian language -  parable, sacred 

story, silence and liturgical action. It 

helps   them become more fully aware of 

Godôs presence in their lives. 

Both Godly Play and the youth program are 

offered every Sunday from 10:30 - 11:30 PM. 

Both education programs offer the rite of 

communion every Sunday.  

 

By Kerstin Davis                      St. Thomas 

kicked off its youth and child education 

program on September 20 by introducing a 

new Sunday School program for 8 - 12 year 

olds. Using the film series Nooma as a 

guide, teachers engage the young people 

in discussion and exploration of their 

faith. Nooma is a set of short films 

with discussions, a unique way to learn 

about God and our lives. Like parables, 

the films use life experience to teach 

about the fullness of life through Je-

sus. Concerns like forgiveness, disci-

pleship, and unconditional love are ex-

amined. The study materials accompanying 

each Nooma film encourage meaningful 

discussion with relevant questions and 

biblical references.  
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St. Thomas Youth Team With Mars Hill To Have Fun  

St. Thomas Has Two 

Educational Programs For 

Youngsters Now  

  On Sunday, the 24
th

  of October, 

Saint Thomas kids (Evelyn and Lilian   

Lane, Jamie, Evelyn and Edwin Lemus, 

Gavin and Theo Henry, and Izzie, Ben and 

Noah Davis) joined the Holy Spirit youth 

for trip to the corn maze at Eliada Homes 

in Asheville. The church paid for the en-

try fees for the kids.  

Everyone, including the parents and some 

guests of our youth enjoyed the afternoon . 

 

By David Johnson                                    

 On October 17, Gavin Henry, Edwin 

and Evelyn Lemus and Ben and Noah Davis 

along with  John Davis, Vance Mann and 

David Johnson attended a youth directed 

worship service at Holy Spirit in Mars 

Hill.   About a dozen Holy Spirit youth 

sang and related their experiences with a 

mission trip to inner city Washington. 

Following the service, the kids (and the 

adults) enjoyed a pizza lunch provided by 

Saint Thomas.  
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The Contractor Has Now Finished Our Memorial Garden  

place. Several minor recommendations 

were made.   

 The Vestry is committed to helping 

the youth leaders and the M&M Committee 

in expanding the opportunities for our 

youth programs. Additional budgeting is 

being considered for enhanced activities 

and improved facilities, such as play-

ground equipment. The basement classroom 

space was recently divided to provide 

private settings for different age 

groups.    

 Much of the Vestry energy in the 

next few weeks will be devoted to plan-

ning and preparing a budget for the year 

2011. A well - conceived budget is vital 

to how weôre able to function and also 

provides a direction for how we can pru-

dently manage our financial resources.  

 The parishioners at St. Thomas 

have a history of very generous giving 

and have a talent for raising additional 

funds for outreach opportunities when 

they arise. With this in mind, weôre all 

confident that St. Thomas will continue 

to grow and prosper in the coming year.  

By Tom Bailey  

 The Vestry remains one member short 

with John Davis still mending from his re-

cent surgeries. John has filled an impor-

tant leadership role at St. Thomas for the 

last couple of years and he is sorely 

missed by everyone. We hope and pray he 

will be able to rejoin us very soon.  

 The Memorial Garden has been an on-

going project for the last several months 

but the contractor has now finished his 

obligations and Peg Emerson has taken over 

in a frenzy with filling in the landscap-

ing. The Vestry and Memorial Garden com-

mittee are charged with establishing a 

formal policy for future use of the fa-

cilities. The ashes of two former members 

have already been interred.    

 The Church Insurance Agency -  -  our 

insurance carrier ï recently sent their 

Diocesan Safety Manager to perform a risk 

assessment of our facilities and church 

operations. The report setting forth the 

results of the walkthrough inspection 

noted the inspector was very impressed 

with the safeguards we already have in 

 

On November 7, 2010, Bishop 

Porter Taylor consecrated our 

new Memorial Garden, which 

Peg Emerson and our new 

groundskeeper, Daniel Hinds, 

worked tirelessly to ready.  If 

anyone would like to donate a 

tree for our new sacred space, 

please speak to Peg. 

 


