
It is not unusual for 

people to ask one an-

other at this time of 

year ñAre you ready for 

Christmas?ò For me, 

that is an easy question 

to answer.  I have 

bought gifts for my 

grandchildren. Other 

than that, the tree has 

not been bought, most 

gifts have not even 

been selected, Christ-

mas cards are not ad-

dressed, the decora-

tions for my home are 

not up, and the Christ-

mas baking is still to be 

done. The answer is 

no.  Preparations are 

not ready for the cele-

bration of Christmas.    

However, there is a 

more difficult question 

to answer.  Am I ready 

for Christmas in the 

spiritual sense? Am I 

ready not just for a 

celebration of Jesusô 

birth two thousand 

years ago but also for 

the coming of Jesus in 

my life in new and ever 

changing ways?  The 

truth is ï Jesus has al-

ready come, does 

come, and will come in 

the future.  Are we 

ready? Will we ever be 

ready?  

The city of Bethlehem 

was no

t ready. The inn where 

Mary and Joseph 

lodged on that night 

Jesus was born was not 

ready. Herod was not 

ready to receive the 

Messiah. Scribes, 

Pharisees, Priests and 

Levites, the religious 

people, were not ready 

to receive Jesus when 

he came. The Romans 

were not ready but then 

they had their own 

messiah, Caesar. None 

were ready to receive 

the Christ.  

Why does the Messiah 

come?  Perhaps that is 

the first question to 

ask.  Of course, he 

comes to bring peace, 

justice and compassion, 

to show that God for-

gives our sins, to bring 
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Getting ready for 

Christmas can be a 

chore. Every year chil-

dren wonder, ñwhat do 

we get Dad.ò  He has 

everything he needs.  If 

he wants something, he 

goes and buys it for 

himself during the 

year.  When it comes to 

buying presents for the 

person who doesnôt 

need a thing, what do 

can we do?  Is there 

something that will 

bring joy, surprise, and 

a sense of spiritual sat-

isfaction to purchasing 
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us into relationship with God by 

living the life of love among 

Godôs people.  But look what we 

did to the Christ.  We tried to kill 

him because we were not ready 

to receive him.  Then we discov-

ered we couldnôt kill the 

Christ.  Thank God, we canôt do 

that.  

Are we ready?  Are we ready for 

peace and justice and love?  Are 

we ready to forgive our enemies, 

to open ourselves to receive 

Godôs forgiveness, to love our 

neighbor, to abandon our pride 

and pettiness, to be Christ for 

others?   This is what Christmas 

is about.  It is about the Messiah 

coming to us again and again as 

individuals and as a community 

so that we might receive him and 

be changed into his glory.   

Preparing for the birth of Christ 

is one of the glorious feasts of 

the Church.  Let us enjoy all the 

festivities of this holiday ï the 

carols, the decorations, the food 

and drink, the gifts, our friends 

and family.  Let us also pray that 

our preparations for the Christ-

mas season wonôt obscure and 

hide the coming of God in Christ 

now and in the future.  Are we 

ready for Christmas! -Vance 
 

them what has been given in 

their honor to this worthy cause 

in place of another personal gift 

for their own use. There are sev-

eral gift categories from which 

to choose: Animals and Agricul-

ture, Basics for Life, Economic 

Opportunities, Disaster Relief, 

Just for Kids, Preventable Dis-

eases, and High Impact 

Gifts. Our goal is to try to match 

each childôs gift to his/her indi-

vidual personality or inter-

ests. For example, for our vege-

tarian the gift is draught resistant 

gifts for others?  Read Steve 

Bredehoeftôs article to get an 

idea of what type of Christmas 

gift can bring joy and life to oth-

ers. 

 

We have established a tradition 

in our family. Each year at 

Christmas, we select a gift from 

the Episcopal Relief & Develop-

ment (ERD) ñGifts for Lifeò of-

ferings (see www.er-d.org) for 

each of our children (now all 

adults). We present them with a 

card on Christmas Day showing 

seeds; for our fisherman the gift 

is some shares in a fish farm and 

so on. This tradition has helped 

us all remember how blessed we 

are and how important it is to 

share those blessings others who 

are far less fortunate than we.  

The organizationôs name sum-
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Advent Wreath-the Advent Wreath 

is probably the most popular sym-

bol of Advent.  Its bright candles 

dominate the wreath, symbols of 

the Light of the World that over-

comes the darkness and warms a 

wintry world. The candles, lit 

week by week, first one, then two, 

three, and finally four candles at 

a time, most often consist of 

three purple or blue candles and 

one pink. The pink one, lit on the 

third Sunday in Advent, is the 

Rejoice candle. The sequential 

lighting of the wreath, whether in 

the center of the congregation or 

http://www.er-d.org


St. Thomas Tidings 

marizes what it is and what it 

does. It was established in 1940 

by the Episcopal Church in the 

United States as the Presiding 

Bishop's Fund for World Relief. 

Its mission was to assist refugees 

fleeing Europe during World 

War II. In 2000, it changed its 

name to Episcopal Relief & De-

velopment to emphasize its on-

going emergency relief work and 

its growing focus on long-term 

development and rehabilitation 

programs. Since its inception, 

ERD has expanded its work to 

over 40 countries and touched 

the lives of nearly two million 

people.    

In 2000, the international com-

munity including leaders from 

191 countries established the 

Millennium Development Goals 

(MDGs) to reduce the number of 

people who live in extreme pov-

erty by the year 2015. The 

MDGs were endorsed by devel-

opment institutions and religious 

bodies.  You can read more 

about the MDGs at: 

www.UN.org/milleniumgoals/.  

Each of the eight goals works 

toward alleviating poverty and 

disease by establishing measur-

able targets that will directly im-

prove peopleôs lives. These goals 

are:  

 

1. Eradicate extreme poverty 

and hunger 

 

2.   Achieve universal primary 

education 

 

3.   Promote gender equality and 

empower women 

 

4.   Reduce child mortality 

 

5.   Improve maternal health 

 

6.   Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, 

and other diseases 

 

7.   Ensure environmental sus-

tainability 

 

8. Develop a global partnership 

for development  

 

Of note, Charity Navigator.org 

gives ERD a four star (highest) 

rating; 85.6% goes directly to 

program expenses.  

Jesus reminds us that we are to 

share one anotherôs burdens, 

feed the hungry, share with the 

poor and care for the sick.  ERD 

provides those of us at St. Tho-

mas with an excellent, direct op-

portunity to do all of these 

things. Please join us in support-

ing the vital mission and work of 

ERD. 

òAs Episcopalians, ERD is our major 

avenue for global outreach.  We 

should, therefore, annually contribute 

to this praiseworthy organization both 

individually and corporately.ó 

-Vance 
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The four main objectives of 

ERD are to:  

 

Alleviate hunger and 

improve food supply  

 

Create economic 

opportunities to get 

at the root cause of 

poverty and hunger  

 

Saves lives by 

promoting good 

health and fighting 

preventable diseases  

 

Respond to disasters 

and helps rebuild 

communities  

http://www.er-d.org/Respond_Disasters/
http://www.un.org/milleniumgoals/


The spirit of generosity is abun-
dantly present here at St. Tho-
mas, for which we can all offer 
our thanks to God.  Giving is a 
most energizing and enlivening  
experience,  especially when it is 
multiplied by the community of 
the faithful, as it is here.  

 We are still a bit short of the 
goal set in our proposed budget 
as of this writing, but then we 

still have 8 folks (who pledged 
last year) who have not offered 
a pledge for 2009.  As of this 
writing, we have received 35 
pledges,  for a total of 
$94,282.00.  We are pleased to 
ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ 
pledges from 7 people who had 
not pledged to St Thomas in the 
past.  We are growing! 

aŀȅ ǿŜ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭƭȅ ǎŜŜƪ DƻŘΩǎ 

As with many missionary organizations 

the pilots of JAARS are responsible for 

helping to fund their training and ex-

penses so the funds that were raised 

were particularly appreciated. 

 

Thanks to everyone from St Thomas who 

provided Salads and desserts to help 

feed the hungry masses. 

 

 

On Oct 30th over 200 people came out to 

the Avery County Airport to enjoy a home 

cooked spaghetti dinner and to raise 

money to help fund the training of new 

missionary pilots with JAARS (The Jungle 

Aviation and Radio Service). A joint pro-

ject of Trinity Episcopal Church of Spruce 

Pine, Green Valley Baptist Church and St 

Thomas, the event raised over $3300 for 

JAARS which will be used for pilot training. 
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-Julie Niehaus  

 

JAARS Fundraiser a Success ðby John Davis  

ornament or two containing a sug-

gested gift and size, if appropri-

ate, marked on it.  All gifts are to 

be turned in to the parish by 

Dec.14 when they will be wrapped 

after the Christmas caroling party.  

The gifts will be delivered by our 

members who are drivers for 

Meals-on-Wheels : Maryallen Es-

tes, Mike Foster, and Charlie 

Stover.  We hope to make this an 

annual event.  

The Mission and Ministry Commit-

tee has a new outreach project 

during the Christmas season.  We 

are òadoptingó six women who are 

shut-ins and have no visitors.  

They have been identified by the 

Senior Center from the Meals-on-

Wheels recipients.  The children of 

St. Thomas have made ornaments 

for the Angel Tree which is dis-

played in the back of the church.  

Church members are taking an 
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The Spirit of Generosity -by Joann Collins  

guidance as we plan our minis-
try: as we work, pray, and give 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎπ
dom in this community.  

Send us now into the world in 
peace, and grant us strength 
and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and single-
ness of heart; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen (BCP, p. 365) 
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Schedule of Events 

DECEMBER 14TH-CAROLING 5PM-MEET AT 
THE CHURCH. REFRESHMENTS SERVED 
AFTERWARDS . Also remember to bring un-
wrapped  gifts for The Angle Tree  to church  
Sunday am. Bring wrapping paper , tape & 
scissors  to wrap  gifts after Caroling Sunday 

evening. 

DECENBER 24TH-CHRISTMAS EVE PAGEANT 

&  SERVICE 5:30PM 

DECEMBER 28TH-SERVICE OF LESSONS & 

CAROLS 10:30AM. 

ANYONE NEEDING ASSITANCE FGETTING TO 
THE CHRISTAMS EVE PAGEANT &  SERVICE 
PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE 682-

0037 AND MAKE ARRANGEMENTS. 
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December  

Birthdays & Anniversaries:  

Christmas Flowers and Deco-

rations - Donations for purchas-

ing flowers and decorations for 

the Church during Christmas can 

be made in memory or honor of 

a loved one.  Please bring these 

donations and names to the 

church office not later than 

Thursday morning, Dec 18 in 

order for the names to be in-

cluded in the Christmas Bulle-

tin.    
  

Christmas Flowers 

& Decorations  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 

CAROLING 
5PM 

15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24CHRISTM
AS EVE 
PAGEANT & 
SERVICE 5:30  

25 26 27 

28LESSON
S & CAROLS 
SERVICE 
10:30 

29 30 31    

December 2008 

MIKE REIF DECEMBER 3 

CAROL SLAUGHTER DCEMBER 4 

KENNY & BECKY WILSON DCEEMBER 7 

GEORGE EMERSON DECEMBER 12 

JANE STOVER DECEMBER 13 

BOB & CAROL SLAUGHTER DECEMBER 14 

BARRY KELLY DECEMBER 17 

MARYALLEN ESTES DECEMBER 24 

DAVID & ALICE JOHNSON DECEMBER 27 

RAVEN WHITLEY DECEMBER 27 

 


