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Bingen, as well as modern
Biblical scholarship that
allows us to be thinking
and informed readers of
Scripture. It allows us to
link our love of nature to
our spiritual lives. We see
no conflict between
science and religion, for
both are God’s creation.
St. Thomas allows us to
pass all of this down to
our children.

As we are about to step
out of the boat, we need to
stuff all of those things in
our pockets, for they are
part of who we are. They
will not make us heavier
on the water. They will
make us lighter. We can
do it. My dream, my
vision, is that our faith can
carry us and that our
resources will be
abundant.

Look, we’re walking! And
our feet are not wet! We
have the resources. We are
getting closer and closer to
our goal. We are walking
on water to our land where
we will build our church.
And Jesus’ hand is
reaching out to us, giving
us love and support.

Are we called to walk on
water? Yes, I believe we
are. Here, give me your
hand. Step out of the boat
with me...

Tom Niehaus +

Vestry

Minutes:
Excerpts

On Obtaining A
Church' Building

The Vestry met on July
21* with consultant Robert
Wilshire to discuss a
possible capital campaign
to build a church building
for the parish. Peter
Stephens began by
reporting on the July 14"
visit that he and Pattie
Curtis made to Christ
Church, Sparta, which
recently completed a two-
year project to build their
own church building.
They had previously met
in the basement meeting
room of the local electric
utility, and more recently
in the local Methodist
church. There are many
parallels between Christ
Church and St. Thomas
needs. Peter and Pattie
received detailed
information on the
problems Christ Church
faced and on the solutions
they found. They offered
to be a resource for us
should we decide on a
similar project. The Christ
Church project was a
wonderful example of
faith in their parish, and
the welcome that Peter
and Pattie received was
for them an example of
the fellowship of the
Episcopal Church in our
diocese.

Consultant Robert
Wilshire explained to the

Vestry that a key element
is for the parish to decide
what we want Episcopal
ministry to look like in
Yancey County in the
future. He noted that
parish members need to be
visited personally to
assess their involvement
in the parish and their
willingness to contribute.
He suggested a feasibility
study that would include
visits to selected members
of the parish, producing a
profile of the parish, its
strengths and weaknesses,
and to determine the
campaign goal. He
suggested fund raising
events such as concerts,
silent auctions, arts &
crafts shows, and dinners.
He said that the best
events are those that build
a tradition.

The Vestry approved the
following resolution: “We
affirm the desire of the
Vestry to proceed with the
process of determining the
feasibility of constructing
a church building for our
parish.”

Children’s
Sunday
School

The children’s program
will begin on Sunday,
August 18. Our parents
have met and set up a
schedule of their taking
turns doing the Sunday
School. Each Sunday the
children’s activities are
linked to the readings and
themes for the day. This
Fall we are putting a
special emphasis on
teaching the children
songs and hymns.

Youth
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Rachel Murray spent a
week in July at the Marine
Science Consortium in
Wallaps Island, Virginia.
Her group of high school
students studies dolphin
and marine mammal
behavior. They got up at
5:30 every morning and
were on the beach dolphin
watching by 6:00. Much
of the day was spent in
class studying dolphin
behavior and evolution.
They also visited the
National Aquarium in
Baltimore, and spent time
on boats studying the
dolphins. Rachel says that
this experience confirmed
her decision to choose
marine biology as her
main area of interest.
From July 28 to Aug. 3
Rachel was at Camp
Henry attending the
session for Grades 7-9.

Joe Murray spent six
weeks this summer as a
counselor at the Boy Scout
camp near Canton, NC,
which is close to Lake
Logan. The first week was
staff training. Then for
five weeks Joe taught
classes in ecology to boys
11-17. The sizes of the
classes ranged from 2 to
50. Each weeklong camp
session also included
swimming, hiking archery,
and other outdoor
activities.

Marcelo Mendoza spent
two weeks at our diocesan
Camp Henry as a




counselor in training. Next
summer he will be a
regular counselor all
summer. Marcelo enjoyed
the swimming facilities at
Lake Logan where Camp
Henry moved this
summer. In late July he
attended the Episcopal
Youth Event in Laramie,
Wyoming for a week.
They had workshops,
sports, singing, and other
events. The highlight for
Marcelo was the rock
climbing events. He said
‘that the views from the top
of the climb were
spectacular. The
workshops he attended
were on the role of youth
in parish ministry and on
dealing with situations in
which the adults do not
pay attention to the needs
of youth. Early in the Fall
Marcelo will give an oral
report to the parish on a
Sunday morning.

Parish
Fundraisers
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We are most thankful to
the many parish members
w ho have participated in
recent fundraisers for our
building fund and our
Honduras project. This
Spring and Summer we
had a barbeque meal
coordinated by Myrna
Stephens and Margie
Haaga, earning $344 for
the Honduras Fund; a
Mexican meal,
coordinated by Myrna
Stephens and earning
$583 for the Honduras
Fund; and a fruit smoothie
booth, coordinated by
Kerstin Davis and Margie
Haaga, at the TRAC fair
on the Square on the 4™ of
July, earning $600 for the
Building Fund.

Hispanic
Ministry

St. Thomas has joined
with two other parishes to
do joint Hispanic ministry
in Yancey County. A
committee has met several
times. Eloise Kaeck
initiated the ministry and
chairs the group. Other
members from St. Thomas
are Myrna Stephens and
John Davis. From Messiah
of the Mountains Lutheran
Church are Jean Chuvala
and her son Richard. From
First Presbyterian is
Wanda Woodby. The
purpose of this ministry is
to assist the local Hispanic
residents and to educate

our parishes on Latino
issues.

Honduras
Mission
History &
Update

In April 2000 we made
our first mission trip to
Honduras, sending a team
of six persons to a medical
clinic in the village of El
Porvenir, Honduras, a 30-
minute drive from the city
of La Ceiba. We spent
eight days providing
medications, medical
services, as well as school
supplies to the local
school. The members of
our team were Jim &
Margie Haaga, John
Davis, Lisa DeHart, Tom
Niehaus, and Tom’s
daughter, Emily Messerli.

In April 2001 John Davis
went to La Ceiba,
Honduras, to install a
computer lab in the parish

school of Holy Trinity
Episcopal Parish, which is
our sponsoring parish for
our work in the medical
clinic of El Porvenir. A
number of our parish
members donated funds
for the computers.

In February 2002, two
parish members, John
Davis and Peter Stephens,
went to El Porvenir to
determine the needs of the
clinic. The clinic staff said
their top priority was a
security fence around the
clinic. We added to the
project a water tower for
the clinic so they will have
a functioning toilet and the
ability to wash their
hands. When we were at
the clinic, we washed our
hands with water from a
bottle. Patients, who often
waited all day during our
2000 trip, have no
bathroom facilities at the
clinic. The water tower
will also allow the clinic
to collect water when it is
available, saving it for the
many hours when running
water is not available.

The fence project costs
$3,355 ($1466 for
materials and $1889 for
labor). The materials are
cinder blocks, which are
cheaper than wood in
Honduras. The labor
includes digging a trench
and building the fence.
The water tower will also
be made of cinder blocks,
be freestanding, and have
a large plastic tank on top.
the cost of the tower, tank
and plumbing is about
$1500-$2000; the plastic
water tank alone is $450.
As of August 15 we have
$3100 in our Honduras
fund, plus an additional
$1500 from Novartis
Pharmaceuticals obtained
by Margie & Jim Haaga.
In mid-August we will
wire $3500 to our parish

sponsor, Holy Trinity
Episcopal Church in La
Ceiba, for them to
administer the fund and
get the fence built.

Our Honduras team
members have met several
times recently to plan
future trips to El Porvenir
and to develop strategies
for raising funds for the
projects. In the last four
months or so, we have
raised sufficient funds to
pay for both the fence and
the water tower. The
parish held a barbeque
meal that raised $344, as
well as a Mexican meal
($580), and there have
been several generous
donations from parish
members. We have
worked jointly with
Messiah of the Mountains
Lutheran Church in
Micaville and the
Lutheran Brotherhood,
Blue Ridge branch 8939,
which is matching up to
$750 on a 2 to 1 basis.
This connection with the
Lutheran Brotherhood was
established by Eloise
Kaeck and the Rev.
Raymond Hollifield. We
thank them for their
assistance.

Our plans for the next
Honduras trip have not
been set. It is possible that
this Fall or early 2003 we
will send another team.
But in the meantime we
will have the clinic fence
built by Honduran
workers,




BIOGRAPHY

OF PATTIE
CURTIS,

Senior Warden

One day in March, 2000,
as I was heading to
Burnsville Hardware for
yet another something or
other that was required to
keep body and soul
together during my move
to these beautiful
mountains, I noticed for
the first time the sign on
the corner of Robertson
and Main for St. Thomas
Episcopal Church. I had
no idea there was an
Episcopal Church here in
Burnsville, and I also had
no idea how much my life
was about to change...

I was reared in Orlando
FL during the 50°s and
60°s when Orlando was a
sleepy little town
surrounded by orange
groves and cattle ranches.
I have one older brother
who continues to live
there with his family.

We attended Killarney
Baptist Church until I
reached high school. My
parents were avid golfers
and grew to prefer Sunday
at Dubsdread Country
Club to Sunday at church,
which by that time suited
me perfectly. My social
schedule during high
school didn’t include
church and was the
beginning of my drift

away from things
religious.

My drift away, that is,
until I met and married
Joe Curtis. Joe was a
“cradle Episcopalian” and
was willing to find a
church that was a
compromise between my
Southern Baptist
upbringing and his
liturgical bent, but when I
realized how much he
missed the liturgy, I
decided to give the
Episcopal Church a try.

I was confirmed at the
Cathedral Church of St.
Luke in Orlando in 1977,
just months before our
August wedding. We
bought a small home in
Winter Park and attended
the Church of the Good
Shepherd where Joe was
on the Vestry and I taught
adult Sunday School
classes. Those months and
years were some of the
happiest of my life. Did I
mention that we also ran
the Orange Bowl
Marathon in 1980? Yep,
we did.

Joe’s death in October
1981 led to other
inevitable changes in my
life. I left Winter Park for
law school in August
1983, studied in England
and Europe during the
summers, worked in West
Palm Beach and Tampa,
before returning to Winter
Park in 1990. By that time
I had become very
involved in women’s
health and reproductive
rights issues, which lead
to the founding of Planned
Parenthood of Greater
Orlando, Inc., an
accomplishment of which
I am very proud.

Those were years when
the “Christian right” was
very vocal and I dealt with

their diatribes daily when
they picketed our office.
The absence of a response
from local clergy left me
perplexed and frustrated,
so I recruited a group of
clergy (mostly UCC and
Methodists) who would be
willing to respond. Sadly,
the Episcopal Church
wasn’t among them and
my withdrawal from the
church began. It was to
continue until [ found my
home at St. Thomas.

And have I found a home
here! A place where all
questions are welcomed,
thinking people can
discuss with wonder and
amazement this mystery
of creation and are
encouraged to read and
study. Tom’s sermons
always bring a new cast
on the scriptures that have
been enlightening for me.
1 frequently find myself
taking notes...always the
student, I suppose. But to
return to the Episcopal
Church which I love
dearly, after those years in
a spiritual desert, has
given my life a quality and
depth that I cherish. I am
so very grateful for St.
Thomas and for this
Diocese, for the sense of
community that pervades
this parish, and the various
ways that each of us lives
out our baptismal
covenant here in Yancey
County.

My days have been filled
with tending my
developing garden in the
constant battle keeping the
wilderness at bay. As I
reread that sentence 1
realize that it is true both
spiritually and temporally.
Don’t have as much time
to tend the virtual garden
as I’d like, because P’m
also very busy tending to
matters at Stillpoint
Ministries, Inc., a retreat

and spiritual resource
center in Arden where I
serve as Board Chair.

My three dogs, Dottie,
Spencer and Gussie, along
with my cat Precious,
keep me company as well
as keep me entertained.
The wildlife that peek out
from behind the trees also
entertain me and remind
me that life in these
beautiful mountains is
indeed special.

Baptism
& Parish
Picnic
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Mark your calendars! A
special parish event is
about to happen. On
Sunday, September 8 at
10:30 a.m. we will have a
Eucharist and picnic at the
Haagas’. The service will
include the baptism of the
three sons of Nikki &
Tommy Dees: Phoenix,
Isaac and baby Gavin.
Join us in this celebration
of the newest official
members of St. Thomas.
All of us give our
congratulations to the
Dees family.




arish Calendar

| Sunday, September 8

| Wednesday, September 11

Saturday, October 5

September or October

| Sun ay, December 1

| T
wmgj December 24

August 2002

Vestry Retreat to reflect on parish goals and the process of
our obtaining a church building

Organizational meeting of parents to coordinate the
children’s Sunday School for the Fall

Discussion group on the book “Reading the Bible for the
First Time” by Marcus Borg. Held in the church office.
Will meet every Sunday for several weeks.

Joe Murray plans to do a Boy Scout project for his Eagle
Scout status; the project will be at St. Thomas and will be a
garden and landscaping project near the door to the parish
offices. Joe, his friends and fellow Boy Scouts will join
together to beautify the parish. We thank all of them for
this gift.

At 10:30 a.m. a Eucharist and parish picnic at the Haagas’;
includes the baptism of Phoenix, Isaac and Gavin Dees.

Anniversary of 9/11; we have reserved the Legion Hall for
this day. We may have our own service or join with

other churches in an ecumenical service. Time of day to be
announced. At noon on this day the town plans an event on
the Square.

At 10:00 a.m., Blessing of the Animals at St. Thomas, on
the feast of St. Francis of Assisi

Landscaping project for the area opposite the entrance door
to the Legion Hall; this will help avoid mud drain-off from
around the large tree. Planned and coordinated by Barbara
Langford-Moore.

Creation Season: Sunday readings on creation and nature
Celebration of All Saints’ Day

Diocesan Convention at the Kanuga Conference Center

First Sunday of Advent

At 7:00 p.m., Christmas Eve service




