Dear Friends,

During September and October, we will be heariognfour stewardship chair, Joann
Collins, about giving of our time and resourcesupport the ministry of God at St. Thomas.

Our money and other resources are important. Mewmydaithful stewardship is more
than this. It is about sharing ourselves to forloving relationship with God and each other.
Consider some things Jesus had to say about stehard

Once a young man came and asked Jesus how hestaridthen his relationship with
God and others. Jesus told the wealthy man to dsealhall he had and give it to the poor. Jesus
understood that one’s possessions could build aridreone’s relationship with God and others.

On another occasion, Jesus praised the widow \eoeg all she had in the treasury be-
cause her intention was that of total self-givikdpwever, Jesus did not tell Zachaeus to give all
his money to the poor. He accepted Zachaeus’ pethat he would give half to charity and
repay those he had cheated fourfold. Again, Jiedisshe story of the rich man who landed in
hell, not because of his wealth, but because hadali@ven see Lazarus, a blind beggar who lay at
his gate. It did not occur to him to share thevdsa from his table with the beggar.

Jesus never stated that money, or the love of ymaves the root of all evil. He saw
many sources of evil in the world. Any aspect off lives that keeps us from fellowship with the
loving God and keeps us from sharing that love wttiers in concrete and practical ways can
become evil. A principle of stewardship is thateamtwe share our God-given resources, we share
ourselves. When we share ourselves, we buildioakhips.

The pledge card that will be sent to us in Octalmas not just symbolize the need of the
church to receive. It also symbolizes our neegite. Giving of our substance is a spiritual prac-
tice that reminds us in a practical way of ourtieleship to God and the many blessing we have
received because of this relationship.

Vance

Adult education- August 28-September Bl by Joann Collins

“Countering Pharaoh’s Production-Consumption in Sodety Today”

A DVD series led by the contemporary theologian t&faBruggemann, who describes this challenge to
our way of life as & journey from slavery to covenant that we keepimgaiver and over again....
(because) Pharaoh has immense power always to dsavack into slavery.”

Bruggemann applies his Old Testament scholarshipisacontemporary struggle, engaging us in an
examination of the values which govern our evepldae.

The series carries the following warning!

WARNING: THIS PROGRAM MAY BE HAZARDOUS TO YOUR CHURH, SOCIETY AND
THE AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE, AND COULD POTENTIALLY HELP RESTORE THE MEAN-
ING OF COVENANT.

A Prayer for St. Thomas Parish

Everlasting God, from whom comes every good
and perfect gift, pour your blessing upon this
St.Thomas parish and send the healthful spirit of
your grace upon her people, that bound to you
and to one another in love, they may be a holy
people, dedicated to your service and to the
spread of your kingdom in this community and

( & ) * beyond. Amen




What | have Learned about Stewardshipgoy Joann Collins

| was surprised to learn that one of the primapeats of stewardship is our care of one anottiging
mindful of the needs of others’ begins at home asd family within the Body of Christ, it beginstinh our parish
family. A major part of our role as a faithful st@rd is to first of alknoweach member of our parish family and to
care for each one, expressing that concern by pgamnen one is absent, sending a card or note alvay, making
sure members are included in coffee hour fellowslpigrsonally inviting participation in church adties and, of
course, praying for this parish and its membegsilegly.

Another primary characteristic, or, indeed, regdiprinciple of character, of the good stewara@, st in
God’s abundance and an abiding faith in ongoingtipesoutcomes for the continuance of ministryhistplace. Therg
is no place for fear, but an inner peace sustatiedugh prayer. In this way there is no anxaput fund-raising, b
only a dedication to offering the best of one’rgses and abilities to furthering the work of Gokingdom and an
inner assurance that ‘all will be well.’

Responsible stewardship is a year-round objecinebjective which touches everything we do, hasgeng
our time, our energy, and our resources. Respensiéwardship leads to a transformation of thaetspi priority that
converts us to a deeper dependence and trust inaGuibrity that touches us in countless ways ekghas we give
thanks for the myriad blessings that attend owsliv

Thus the Stewardship Program is not about askilkg to support a budget. It's about asking petple
examine their commitment to God, their supportloé continued presence and primacy of God ingdlaise and thei
responsibility for the furtherance of God’s workthis world. Adopting these objectives as atpasipriority is the
real meaning of good stewardship, which leadsftdler, richer life. It is the key to happinessdaas such, it is the
most essential message to promote, the most emgigaime-plan to offer! Therefore asking membeGive is, in
truth, encouraging them to engage the opportunitafcloser walk with God. The act of giving iseif a Gift, the
greatest gift of all.

St. Thomas goes on a road trip to Lake Logan!
WHEN: Sunday August 21, 2011 Meet at church at 9:15 AM.
WHERE': leave St. Thomas promptly at 9:30 AM on YancegriBportation Vans.
Arrive at the Lake Logan Episcopah@e (south of Canton) by 11:00AM
WHO: All members and friends of St. Thomas are invitethis outing.

A

WHAT : Our parish will have a regular Sunday worshipvigerat 11:00AM at Lake Logan. (No service at St
Thomas that day.) At 12:00 noon we will be tredtea fine luncheon in the dining room. A touttloé Lake
Logan/Camp Henry facility will be given to our ggwbeginning at 2:00PM by Cheryl Gettinger of thaké
Logan staff. After (or for some during) the tolaks can take a walk, rest on the porch, or gth&beautiful
lake to swim, canoe, or kayak. Others can heal tmaBurnsville. We hope to be back by 5:00PM.

COST: Donations for transportation appreciated.

WHY : We want to share this wonderful place with theT®iomas church family. Lake Logan is the DioceRatreat
Center and home to Camp Henry for youth. It wasftinmer executive retreat for Champion Paper aagl going to
be sold to land developers several years ago. TéeeBe of WNC purchased the land and has upgraddalildings
to make an incredible place for rest, relaxatietregats, learning, and worship that is truly unidilee Diocese still ha$
a debt on the property and would like to pay it sff the funds can be used for outreach, grantss@pport for
churches and ministries here at home.

Call Margie with questions 675-9040 or 682-5496edl&o sign up by Sunday August 14, 2011.
PLEASE JOIN US!




Congratulations to Jessica Stone on her graduatiofnom the New Opportunity School for Women!

On July 31, several members of the parish witnedsesdica graduate from the New Opportunity Schamoifomen at Lees-
McRae College in Banner Elk. Jessica did so wethe program that Lees-McRae awarded her a scipar She begins
classes this fall in the English Department!

The New Opportunity School for Women began in 1B8Berea, Kentucky. Seven years ago a seconddocagas added at
Lees-McRae; a third location will be added in tleamfuture. The program is 3 weeks in length,iantlides no more than 14
participants. At the conclusion, each group cieatquilt with individual blocks reflecting the ater’s goals. The purpose of
the NOSFW is to assist Appalachian women in bettgetteir lives through education and employmerihc&the time it be-
gan, approximately 650 women have completed thgrpm. Many have gone on to earn undergraduatgauiliate degrees.

Tom and Julie Niehaus, Nancy Byrd and Patti Snaithgd Jessica and her mother for an inspiratior@nam featuring
speeches by each of the 8 graduates of Jessicajsapn and by several past graduates who travedead Berea for the cele-
bration. College president, Barry Buxton, saidghegram made him think of two thingsie power of womento improve
our world and change our lives atid power of dreams He stated, “do not be deterred — you have wigbimthe strength,
wisdom, heart to overcome obstacles presentedunlife; hold your dream close to your heart antspeere.” Jessica has
taken that to heart as represented in the quittkobtie created for the group’s quilt.

*o be jjved
Lor. Lthat are ﬂuyﬂ?ﬂ:’

The Children’s Religious Education program at St. homas will officially resume on August 28.
There will be a group art activity for August 14. On August 21, the parish will be at Lake Logan s
there are no classes planned for that day at St. Dmas.

Meet our new Director of Music: Cynthia Ann Stanton

> 2 We are so happy to introduce our new director of mu sic, Cyn-
=l thia Ann Stanton, who would like us to call her Cin dy! *“I know how
very important music is for worship, and I'm lookin g forward to play-
ing for you. Although | have always followed a Bap tist tradition, | am
open to learning a new liturgy,” she says.

Cindy has just moved to this area, returning to Mars Hill
where she was raised. She is happy to be re-locate near two sisters
and a brother, several nieces and nephews, and heparents! Concern
for her parents’ aging was one consideration in her leaving her posi-

i tion as a Special Education Teacher in TallahasseerL. Secondly, she
felt her work in special education for 12 years was drawing to a close.

Music has always been her primary gift. Shereceived her
Bachelor’s in Music at Mars Hill College and her Ma sters at Morehead
State University in Morehead, KY. She has taught music to children in many different settings in elem entary schools
and churches. She also used music to enhance her ark with children with learning and physical disabi lities in her
work as a special ed teacher. She is anxious to met and teach our young flock!!

Cindy plans to visit us on Sunday, August 14. She may travel with us to Lake Logan on August 21 and will
officially begin her tenure at St. Thomas on August 28.
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